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Given that the question pertains to the Quran, the response should also be derived from 
the Quran. To address this question, we will examine the topic from several angles as 
follows: 


First: The number of times the names of the prophets are mentioned in the Quran. 


Second: Why is Prophet Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him) mentioned by name more 
than any other prophet? 


Third: Addressing Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) 
directly by name only 4 times, whereas most of His address to him is indirect, unlike the 
other prophets. 


Fourth: Reasons why the name of Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) is explicitly mentioned 4 times in the Quran. 


And Finally: The ways Allah addresses Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) in the Quran. 


Below are the details of these angles: 


First: The number of times the names of the prophets are mentioned in the Quran. 


The Quran mentions 25 prophets by name, upon whom be peace and blessings. The 
prophet most mentioned by name in the Quran is Prophet Musa (Moses), peace be upon 
him, who is mentioned 136 times. He is followed by Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), peace 
be upon him, who is mentioned 69 times, then Prophet Nuh (Noah), peace be upon him, 
who is mentioned 43 times. Then, both Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) and Prophet Lut (Lot), 
peace be upon them, are mentioned 27 times each. They are followed by both Prophet 
Adam and Prophet Isa son of Mary (Jesus), peace be upon them, who are mentioned 25 
times each. Then, Prophet Harun (Aaron), peace be upon him, is mentioned 20 times, 
followed by both Prophet Ishaq (Isaac), and Prophet Sulayman (Solomon), peace be upon 
them, who are mentioned 17 times each. Then, both Prophet Yaqub (Jacob) and Prophet 
Dawud (David), peace be upon them, are mentioned 16 times each. Then, Prophet Ismail 
(Ishmael), peace be upon him, is mentioned 12 times, followed by Prophet Shu'aib, peace 
be upon him, who is mentioned 11 times. Then, Prophet Saleh, peace be upon him, is 
mentioned 9 times, followed by Prophet Zakariyya (Zechariah), peace be upon him, who 
is mentioned 9 times. Then, Prophet Yahya (John the Baptist), peace be upon him, is 
mentioned 5 times. Then, both Prophet Hud, Prophet Muhammad, Prophet Ayyub (Job), 
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and Prophet Yunus (Jonah), (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace), are 
mentioned 4 times each. They are followed by both Prophet Al-Yasa (Elisha), Prophet 
Dhul-Kifl, Prophet Ilyas (Elijah), and Prophet Idris, peace be upon them, who are 
mentioned twice each. 


Second: Why is Prophet Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him) mentioned by name more 
than any other prophet? 


“The story of Prophet Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him) is mentioned multiple times 
in the Quran for several reasons. One of these reasons is that his story encompasses many 
events and meanings. Most of the stories of the prophets (peace be upon them) are 
associated with people who acknowledged the existence of a deity but associated others 
with Him. In the case of Prophet Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him), Pharaoh did not 
acknowledge any deity or creator; instead, he claimed divinity and lordship himself, as 
mentioned in the Holy Quran: 40 chiefs, | know of no god for you but myself} () and 4l 
am your most exalted lord. > (2) The message of Prophet Musa (Moses) (peace be upon 
him) included a nearly complete law, which is why the jinn said, 40 our people, we have 
heard a Book revealed after Musa (Moses), confirming what came before it; it guides to 
the truth and to a straight path.} (3) They said "after Musa (Moses)" and not “after Jesus 
(Isa)," although Prophet Isa son of Mary (Jesus) (peace be upon him) came chronologically 
closer to the mission of Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace). This indicates that both messages carried a law. The story of Prophet Musa 
(Moses) (peace be upon him) is repeated frequently to emphasize that the issues of this 
nation are directly related to the Children of Israel, as their conspiracies have continued 
from the time of the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) to this 
day.”(4) 


And it should be noted that the Jews are the only ones who killed the prophets, as 
Allah said: 4Humiliation has been brought upon them wherever they are found, except 
under a covenant (of protection) with Allah and a covenant with the people. They have 
incurred wrath from Allah and have been struck with destitution. That is because they 
repeatedly disbelieved in the signs of Allah and killed the prophets without right. That is 
because they disobeyed and were [habitually] transgressing. } (5) 


And Allah directs His address to Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) to say to the Jews, “Why then did you kill the prophets, if you are 
believers, before the message of Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace),” as stated by Allah: 4And when it is said to them, “Believe in what 
Allah has revealed,” they say, “We believe [only] in what was revealed to us.” And they 


1 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Qasas - {The Stories} 28:38. 

2 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Nazi'at — {Those Who Drag Forth} 79:24. 

3 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahgaf — {The Wind-Curved Sandhills} 46:30. 
4 Saeedullah Ahmed Aarif's website, https://saadarif.com/?p=1029 

5 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:112. 
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disbelieve in what came after it, while it is the truth confirming that which is with them. 
Say, “Then why did you kill the prophets of Allah before, if you are believers?” ‘® 


Moreover, they were frequent in disputing, as Allah said: 4Those who dispute 
concerning the signs of Allah without any authority having come to them - great is hatred 
[of them] in the sight of Allah and in the sight of those who have believed. Thus does Allah 
seal over every heart [belonging to] an arrogant tyrant. } (7) 


“And perhaps also among the reasons for the frequent repetition of the story of Musa 
(Moses) with Pharaoh more than others is the significant correspondence between the 
law of Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him) and the law of our Prophet Muhammad (Allah 
prayed upon him and granted him peace), and between their scriptures. Therefore, 
mention of Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him) and his scripture is abundant in the Quran, 
followed by mention of the Noble Quran itself. As Allah Almighty said: 4And We had 
certainly given Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron) the criterion and a light and a reminder 
for the righteous * Who fear their Lord unseen, while they are of the Hour apprehensive 
* And this [Quran] is a blessed message which We have revealed. Then are you with it 
[i.e., the Quran] unacq uainted?} (8) As also mentioned in the verse of Surah Al-Isra — {The 
Night Journey}. Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy on him, said in his book ‘Jala’ al- 
Afham' 1/152: Therefore, Allah mentions the story of Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him), 
repeats it, illustrates it, and consoles the Messenger of Allah (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace). The Messenger of Allah (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace) said, when he suffered harm from people: “Indeed, Musa (Moses) was harmed 
more than this and he remained patient.” So, ponder over this correspondence between 
the two Messengers and their noble scriptures.” '°) 


Third: Addressing Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) 
directly by name only 4 times, whereas most of His address to him is indirect, unlike the 
other prophets. 


“It is commonly known that addressing a person of great status and lofty position by 
their titles and roles rather than their name is appropriate as a gesture of honor and 
reverence. For example, if you were to address the president of your country in a letter, 
you would use formal titles and expressions of respect without directly using their name, 
as a mark of respect towards them. Similarly, Allah, the Exalted, honored His Prophet 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) and elevated him to a high status that He 
did not grant to anyone else among His creation. Allah singled him out as His absolute 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) beloved, distinct from all beings. 


6 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah — {The Cow} 2:91. 

7 The Holy Quran, Surah Ghafir — {The Forgiver} 40:35. 

8 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Anbiya — {The Prophets} 21:48-50. 

° A fatwa from the Islamweb website, https://www.islamweb.net/ar/fatwa/print.php?id=41664 
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Hence, most of Allah's addresses to His holy Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) come in reference to his positions and stations, such as 'O Prophet' 
or 'O Messenger,’ according to the appropriate contexts and circumstances. Moreover, 
there are numerous magnificent descriptive addresses like 'a witness, a bearer of good 
tidings, and a warner' and ‘a shining lamp' among other sublime epithets.” '°) 


Allah Almighty says that He has favored some messengers over others in His 
statement: 4These messengers - We preferred some of them over others. Among them 
were those to whom Allah spoke, and He raised some of them in degree.} " This verse 
does not contradict His statement: ¢The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to 
him from his Lord, and [so have] the believers. All of them have believed in Allah and His 
angels and His books and His messengers, [saying], “We make no distinction between 
any of His messengers.” And they say, “We hear and we obey. [We seek] Your 
forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final] destination.” (12) The first verse pertains 
to Allah's preference in relation to those messengers, while the second verse governs the 
relationship between people and the messengers, emphasizing belief in all messengers 
without distinction and rejecting belief in some while denying others. 


We find that among the aspects of Allah's preference for His Messenger Muhammad 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) over other messengers is that he is the 
only messenger upon whom Allah and His angels pray upon him, and Allah has 
commanded the believers to pray upon him and greet him with utmost reverence. This is 
mentioned in the Quran: 4Indeed, Allah and His angels pray upon the Prophet. O you who 
have believed, ask [ Allah to confer] pray upon him and greet him with utmost reverence 
(pronounced as "salld 'alayhi wa sallima tasliman").> 3) 


O Allah, bless the one whom You have elevated in ranks, And You have unveiled for 
him the curtains, He reached what even the Close Friend did not reach, And he attained 
what even Gabriel did not attain, And he beheld what even the one of eloquence did not 
behold, And You described him as compassionate and merciful to the believers, You and 
Your angels prayed upon him with love and honor, Your servant, Your Prophet, and Your 
Messenger, the bearer of glad tidings and the warner, Our leader and master 
Muhammad, son of Abdullah, the shining lamp, So, O Allah, pry upon him as much as the 
number of prayers offered by all creatures, And upon his family and grant them peace in 
every glance and breath, According to Your known count, Amen. 


Furthermore, among the aspects of Allah's preference for our Master Muhammad 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) is that he is the only Messenger sent to 
both worlds—the world of jinn and the world of mankind. Allah created jinn and humans 
to worship Him, as He says: 4And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship 
Me.} (14) Thus, it was natural for Allah to send messengers to teach them how to worship 


10 A fatwa from the Center for Doctrinal Monitoring website, https://alrasd.net/arabic/contemporar 
11 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Bagarah — {The Cow} 2:253. 

12 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah — {The Cow} 2:285. 

13 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:56. 

14 The Holy Quran, Surah Adh-Dhariyat — {The Winnowing Winds} 51:56. 
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Him. Allah (Exalted is He) sent messengers to the jinn from among themselves and sent 
messengers to humans from among themselves, as He says: 4 “O company of jinn and 
mankind, did there not come to you messengers from among you, relating to you My 
verses and warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours?” They will say, “We bear 
witness against ourselves”; and the worldly life had deluded them, and they will bear 
witness against themselves that they were disbelievers. } (15) However, there is one 
exception to this rule, which is that Allah sent our Master Muhammad (Allah prayed upon 
him and granted him peace) to both worlds, meaning to both the jinn and mankind, as He 
says:# And We have not sent you, [0 Muhammad], except as a mercy to the worlds. » Ge) 


Dr. Ali Gomaa, the former Grand Mufti of Egypt and a member of the Senior Scholars 
Authority at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, mentioned on his website the following: 


"Another aspect of Allah's preference and honor for His chosen Prophet Muhammad 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) is manifested in His mentioning him 
extensively in the Noble Quran with respect to most of his noble qualities and attributes. 
There is no close angel or sent prophet whom Allah praised for his qualities and 
characteristics in such detail. 


Indeed, Allah has mentioned some body parts of certain prophets in the Quran, such 
as the tongue of Dawud (David) and Isa son of Mary (Jesus), peace be upon them, where 
Allah says: 4Those who disbelieved among the Children of Israel were cursed by the 
tongue of Dawud (David) and of Isa son of Mary (Jesus). > (17) He also mentioned the hand 
of Musa (Moses), peace be upon him, saying: 4And draw in your hand to your side; it will 
come out white without disease.» [8 And He mentioned the hand and his foot of Job 
(Ayyub), peace be upon him, saying: 4Strike with your foot; this is a [spring for] a cool 
bath and drink.» |) And He said: ¢And take in your hand a bunch [of grass] and strike 
with it and do not break your oath.} (2° 


However, He did not mention, glorified and exalted be He, the details of the limbs of 
any of His prophets like He did with the distinguished members of His chosen Prophet 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace). In this manner of honoring, Allah 
mentioned the noble countenance of His Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted 
him peace) in His Noble Book, for He said, glorified be He: 4We have certainly seen the 
turning of your face, [O Muhammad], toward the heaven, and We will surely turn you to 
a qiblah with which you will be pleased. » (21) This context includes immense praise 
beyond just mentioning the face. The praise lies in the fact that merely by the turning of 
his noble face, Allah granted him whatever He willed, without any request or negotiation 


15 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-An'am — {The Cattle} 6:13. 

16 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Anbiya — {The Prophets} 21:107. 

1” The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:78. 
18 The Holy Quran, Surah Ta-Ha — {Ta-Ha} 20:22. 

18 The Holy Quran, Surah Sad — {The Letter Sad} 38:42. 

20 The Holy Quran, Surah Sad — {The Letter Sad} 38:44. 

21 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah — {The Cow} 2:144. 
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from him. Thus, the blessing of his countenance in its turning granted him what he desired 
and what pleased him, (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace). 


And our Lord mentioned the countenance of the Chosen One (Allah prayed upon him 
and granted him peace) in other places, among them His saying, exalted be He: £So turn 
your face toward al-Masjid al-Haram.} (22) And He said: 4And from wherever you go out 
[for prayer], turn your face toward al-Masjid al-Haram.} (23) And He, glorified be He, said: 
£So if they argue with you, say, “| have submitted my face to Allah [in Islam], and [so 
have] those who follow me.” > (24) And He said, exalted is He, 4And follow the religion, 
inclining toward truth. } (25) And the Almighty said: £So direct your face toward the right 
religion.» (26) 


And Allah mentioned his eyes (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) in 
several places in the Noble Quran. Allah, glorified be He, said: 4Do not extend your eyes 
toward that by which We have given enjoyment to [some] categories of them. } (27) And 
He said: 4And never let your eyes pass beyond them. (The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Kahf 
18:28) And Allah, glorified be He, said: 4And do not extend your eyes toward that by 
which We have given enjoyment to [some] categories of them. (5) 


And our Lord mentioned His sight of him (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace) in multiple instances. Allah, glorified be He, said: Certainly he saw of the greatest 
signs of his Lord.} (29) In this, there is praise for his vision, indicating that he saw from the 
signs what none before him had seen, (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace). 
And Allah, glorified be He, rebuked the polytheists for their denial of what he sees: 4Will 
you dispute with him about what he sees?} (30) Then our Lord, glorified be He, informed 
that His Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) was honored with the 
sight of Gabriel (peace upon him) in his true form, saying: 4And he certainly saw him in 
another descent.} (34) 


And our Lord, glorified and exalted be He, mentioned his noble vision (Allah prayed 
upon him and granted him peace) in multiple instances in His Noble Book. He said: 4The 
sight [of the Prophet] did not swerve, nor did it transgress. } (32) |n this context, there is 
praise beyond mere mention, as our Lord praised the sight as truthful and not deviating. 
And He said: €So your sight today is sharp. §%3) And He, glorified be He, said: So you 
will see and they will see. } (34) And He said: 4And see them [0 Muhammad], for they are 


22 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah — {The Cow} 2:144. 
23 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah — {The Cow} 2:149. 
24 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:20. 
25 The Holy Quran, Surah Yunus — Jonah} 10:105. 

26 The Holy Quran, Surah Ar-Rum — {The Romans} 30:43. 
7 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Hijr - The Rocky Tract 15:88. 
28 The Holy Quran, Surah Ta-Ha {Ta-Ha} 20:131. 

22 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Najm 53:18. 

30 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Najm — {The Star} 53:12. 

31 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Najm 53:13. 

32 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Najm — {The Star} 53:17. 

33 The Holy Quran, Surah Qaf — {The Letter Qaf} 50:22. 
34 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Qalam — {The Pen} 68:5. 


going to see. } (35) And He, glorified be He, said: 4And see [O Muhammad], for they are 
going to see.» 6) And He said: ¢See with it and hear.} '7) And He said: €1 hear with it 
and see. } (38) 


And our Lord, glorified and exalted be He, mentioned His noble hearing in several 
places in His Noble Book. He said: £So you will hear nothing but whispers. } (39) And He, 
exalted be He, said: 41 hear with it and see.} '° And He mentioned His eloquence and 
praised it, saying: 4And he does not speak from [his own] inclination. } (44) Thus, it 
affirmed the truthfulness of his speech (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) 
and the correctness of his words. Moreover, our Lord praised his voice with reverence 
and veneration, and warned the companions against raising their voices above the voice 
of the Prophet, saying: 4Do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet. } () 


Allah, the Exalted, mentioned the noble tongue of the Prophet Muhammad (Allah 
prayed upon him and granted him peace) in several places in His Glorious Book. He said, 
£So We have only made it easy in your tongue that you may give good tidings thereby to 
the righteous and warn thereby a hostile people} (43) And He said, 4Indeed, We have 
made it easy in your tongue that they might be reminded} (44) And the Almighty said, 
4Do not move your tongue with it to hasten with it} (The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Qiyama — 
{The Resurrection} 75:16).” (49) 


“And Allah mentioned the chest of the chosen one (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) as He, the Exalted, said concerning him: (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) 4Have We not opened your breast for you? + (46) This verse signifies 
a blessing from Allah upon him and highlights his excellence (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) through the opening of his breast. And Allah reassured His beloved 
chosen one (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace): 4So let there be no distress 
in your breast because of it, that you may warn thereby, and a reminder to the 
believers. +47) And likewise, His chest was mentioned in comforting him by His saying, the 
Exalted: 4And your breast will become straitened by it because they say, “Why has not a 
treasure been sent down to him, or an angel not come with him?” You are only a warner, 


35 The Holy Quran, Surah As-Saffat — {Those who set the Ranks} 37:175. 
36 The Holy Quran, Surah As-Saffat 37:179. 

37 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Kahf — {The Cave} 18:26. 

38 The Holy Quran, Surah Maryam — {Mary} 19:38. 

39 The Holy Quran, Surah Ta-Ha {Ta-Ha} 20:108. 

40 The Holy Quran, Surah Maryam — {Mary} 19:38. 

“1 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Najm — {The Star} 53:6. 

42 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Hujurat — {The Rooms} 49:2. 

43 The Holy Quran, Surah Maryam — {Mary} 19:97. 

44 The Holy Quran, Surah Ad-Dukhan — {The Smoke} 44:58. 

45 Virtues of the Chosen One (3-4), by Professor Dr. Ali Gomaa - former Grand Mufti of Egypt and member of the 
Council of Senior Scholars at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif. 

46 The Holy Quran, Surah Ash-Sharh — {The Relief} 94:1. 

47 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-A'raf — {The Heights} 7:2. 


and Allah is Disposer of all things. > (48) And Allah mentioned his chest in another context 
to strengthen him (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace): 4And We certainly 
know that your chest is constrained by what they say.} (49) 


Likewise, Allah mentioned his noble heart (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace) in multiple places in His Holy Book. This mention includes praise for him (Allah 
prayed upon him and granted him peace). Allah, the Exalted, said: 4Say, “Whoever is an 
enemy to Gabriel—it is he who has brought it down upon your heart by permission of 
Allah, confirming that which was before it and as guidance and good tidings for the 
believers.” + (50) And He, glorified be He, said: 4And if you had been rude [in speech] and 
harsh in heart, they would have dispersed from around you. ¥ (51) And He, the Most High, 
said: 4The Trustworthy Spirit has brought it down * Upon your heart, [0 Muhammad] - 
that you may be of the warners. } (52) Rather, our Lord praised the heart of His Prophet 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) greatly when He established that his 
heart (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) was stronger than mountains in 
bearing divine revelations and inspiration. He, glorified be He, said: 4Had We sent down 
this Qur'an upon a mountain, you would have seen it humbled and coming apart from 
fear of Allah. And these examples We present to the people that perhaps they will give 
thought. } (53) Indeed, Allah revealed it upon his heart (Allah prayed upon him and granted 
him peace), bearing what even the firmest mountain cannot bear. 


And our Lord singled out the heart of His Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted 
him peace) for mention in the Noble Book, encompassing praise for him. He, the Most 
High, said: 4The heart did not lie [about] what it saw. } (54) And He, glorified be He, gave 
him glad tidings, saying: 4And each [story] We relate to you from the news of the 
messengers is that by which We make firm your heart. } (55) And He, the Exalted, 
mentioned regarding the descent of the Quran in portions: 4Thus that We may 
strengthen thy heart therewith, [0 Muhammad], and We have arranged it in right 
order. pF) 


And Allah mentioned His blessed hand of the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) in the context of commanding moderation between extravagance and 
stinginess, saying: 4And do not make your hand [as] chained to your neck. (57) Similarly, 
our Lord, glorified and exalted, mentioned the back of the Prophet (Allah prayed upon 


48 The Holy Quran, Surah Hud — {Hud} 11:12. 

49 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Hijr — {The Rocky Tract} 15:97. 

50 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah — {The Cow} 2:97. 

51 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:159. 
52 The Holy Quran, Surah Ash-Shu'ara — {The Poets} 26:193-194. 

53 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Hashr — {The Exile} 59:21. 

54 The Holy Quran, Surah An-Najm — {The Star} 53:11. 

55 The Holy Quran, Surah Hud- {Hud} 11:120. 

56 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Furqan 25:32. 

57 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Isra — {The Night Journey} 17:29. 
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him and granted him peace) in the context of gratitude towards him, saying: 4 And We 
removed from you your burden, which had weighed upon your back. (58) 69) 


All of this indicates that the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) 
was the most perfect in character among people, and the most beautiful in form. His 
spiritual and physical beauty had a profound impact on people's souls, elevating them in 
their worship of Allah to levels known only to Him.” (° 


“To the Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) belongs 
a lofty and exalted station with his Lord, surpassing all creatures. He is the master of the 
children of Adam, indeed, he is the leader of the cosmos and its essence. He is better than 
the angels and superior to the Throne. Only his Creator, exalted be He, truly knows his 
reality and the greatness of his status. 


And Allah has distinguished him with numerous virtues and various forms of praise, 
mentioning him in His Quran with the most honorable attributes. Our Lord described him 
with mercy, saying: 4And We have not sent you except as a mercy to the worlds. ¥ (61) And 
He said:4 There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. Grievous 
to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you and to the believers is kind and 
merciful. } (62) 


And our Lord described him (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) as the 
guiding light towards truth, saying: 40 Prophet, indeed We have sent you as a witness, 
and a bringer of good tidings, and a warner, and a caller to Allah by His permission, and a 
light-giving lamp. } (63) And He (glorified be He) said: 40 People of the Book, there has 
come to you Our Messenger, revealing to you much of what you used to conceal of the 
Scripture and overlooking much. There has come to you from Allah a light and a clear 
Book. } (64) And Allah praised his manners, saying -Exalted is He-: 4And indeed, you are 
of a great moral character.} (©) 


And indeed, Allah has preferred him (Muhammad) (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) over the prophets before him in the manner of addressing them. For 
anyone who examines the Quran, it is evident that Allah called the prophets (peace be 
upon them) before him by their names directly. For example, He said -Exalted is He-: 40 
Nuh (Noah), indeed he is not of your family.+ 6 And He said: 4O Ibrahim (Abraham), 


58 The Holy Quran, Surah Ash-Sharh — {The Relief} 94:2-3. 

59 | have added verse 2 from Surah Al-Sharh to clarify the meaning more clearly. 

60 Virtues of the Chosen One (4-4), by Professor Dr. Ali Gomaa - former Grand Mufti of Egypt and member of the 
Council of Senior Scholars at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif. 

81 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Anbiya — {The Prophets} 21:107. 

62 The Holy Quran, Surah At-Tawbah — {The Repentance} 9:128. 

83 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:45-46. 

84 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:15. 

85 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Qalam — {The Pen} 68:4. 

86 The Holy Quran, Surah Hud —{Hud} 11:46. 


turn away from this. } (67) And He -glorified is He- said: 40 Musa (Moses), verily, | am your 
Lord. } (68) And He also said: 40 Isa (Jesus), indeed | will take you and raise you to Myself. 
» (69) And He further said:¢ O Dawud (David), indeed We have made you a successor upon 
the earth. } (7° 


As for our Prophet (peace be upon him), Allah - exalted is He - never addressed him 
directly by his name alone in His Noble Book. Instead, He always called him with phrases 
like: 40 Prophet}, ‘9 or £0 Messenger, 72) or £0 wrapped one}, '73) or £0 you who 
covers himself [with a garment] } (74) It is added: The Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) deserves the status that Allah has given him, and he deserves our love 
with all our hearts, for he endured harm for our sake. His patience and tolerance of harm 
are well known, and every forbearing person may slip, yet his lapses were guarded 
against, and he (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) did not respond to 
increased harm with anything but patience and to ignorance with nothing but 
forbearance.” !75) 


“Allah honored many of the prophets by mentioning them with names from His own 
names, glorified and exalted be He, such as Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Ismail 
(Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Musa (Moses), Isa (Jesus), and Yahya (John) (peace be upon 
them). Concerning Nuh (Noah) (peace be upon him), He said: 4We carried his 
descendants with Nuh (Noah). Indeed, he was a grateful servant. } (76) Regarding Ibrahim 
(Abraham) (peace be upon him), He said: 4Indeed, Ibrahim (Abraham) was forbearing, 
grieving and frequently turning to Allah. } (77) He also said about Ismail (Ishmael) (peace 
be upon him): 4So We gave him good tidings of a forbearing boy. (78) Concerning Ishaq 
(Isaac) (peace be upon him), Allah said: 4They said, “Fear not. We give you good tidings 
of a learned boy.” } (79) Regarding Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him), Allah said: 4And 
We had certainly tried before them the people of Pharaoh, and there came to them a 
noble messenger. } (80) He also said about Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him): 4Indeed, 
the best one you could hire is the strong and the trustworthy. } (81) And He said: 4We said, 
“Fear not. Indeed, you are the highest.” } (82)He mentioned Yahya (John) (peace be upon 


87 The Holy Quran, Surah Hud —{Hud} 11:76. 

88 The Holy Quran, Surah Ta-Ha — {Ta-Ha} 20:11-12. 

89 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:55. 

70 The Holy Quran, Surah Sad — {The Letter Sad} 38:26. 

™ The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Anfal — “The Spoils of War” 8:64. 

72 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — “The Table Spread” 5:41. 

73 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Muddaththir — “The Cloaked One” 74:1. 

74 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Muzzammil 73:1. 

75 Virtues of the Chosen One (1-4), by Professor Dr. Ali Gomaa - former Grand Mufti of Egypt and member of the 
Council of Senior Scholars at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif. 

76 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Isra — {The Night Journey} 17:3. 

77 The Holy Quran, Surah Hud — {Hud} 11:75. 

78 The Holy Quran, Surah As-Saffat — {Those who set the Ranks} 37:101. 
79 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Hijr — {The Rocky Tract} 15:53. 

80 The Holy Quran, Surah Ad-Dukhan — {The Smoke} 44:17. 

81 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Qasas — {The Stories} 28:26. 

82 The Holy Quran, Surah Ta-Ha — {Ta-Ha} 20:68. 
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him), saying: 4And dutiful to his parents, and he was not a disobedient tyrant. } (83) 
Concerning Isa (Jesus) (peace be upon him) our Lord said: 4And He made me dutiful to 
my mother, and He has not made me a wretched tyrant. } (84) 


However, Allah - glorified and exalted be He - preferred His Prophet (Allah prayed 
upon him and granted him peace) over all the prophets, even in this virtue. He combined 
two of His names in one verse for him alone in the Book of our Lord. Allah said: ¢There 
has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. Grievous to him is what 
you suffer; [he is] concerned over you and to the believers is kind and merciful. } (35) 


As Allah - glorified and exalted be He - frequently mentioned His Prophet (peace be 
upon him) by His names, such as His saying: 4And [you are] a clear warner. } , 86) and His 
saying: £So the truth has come to you from your Lord.} , ®7) said to be referring to our 
Master Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace). Also, His saying: 
4There has certainly come to you from Allah a light and a clear Book. *, (88) and His saying: 
4O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as a witness. } '°), and His saying: And thus we 
have made you a just community that you will be witnesses over the people. } , 9) and 
His saying: 4Indeed, it is the speech of a noble Messenger. », (91) and among that is His 
saying: <The Most Merciful, so ask about Him one well-informed. + , '°) 


Al-Qadi Bakr ibn al-'Ala' said: "The one commanded to inquire is other than the 
Prophet (peace be upon him), and the one asked who is well-informed is the Prophet 
(peace be upon him)." Another said: "Rather, the inquirer is the Prophet (peace be upon 
him), and the one asked who is well-informed is Allah, glorified and exalted be He." Thus, 
he is well-informed from both perspectives, either because he knows to the utmost 
degree what his Lord has informed him, or because he conveys to his community about 
his Lord. 


Allah, glorified and exalted be He, praised the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) and extolled all aspects of honor and nobility related to him. He 
praised his lineage, elevated the status of his wives (may Allah be pleased with them), 
preserved the place where he resided, exalted his rank, and even swore by him. Among 
the praises of his noble lineage, Allah said: 4And your movement among those who 
prostrate. } (°3) 


Our Lord, glorified and exalted be He, praised his wives (may Allah be pleased with 
them), and they reached this esteemed status only because of their connection to him 


83 The Holy Quran, Surah Maryam — {Mary} 19:14. 

84 The Holy Quran, Surah Maryam — {Mary} 19:32. 

85 The Holy Quran, Surah At-Tawbah — {The Repentance} 9:128. 

86 The Holy Quran, Surah Az-Zukhruf — {The Gold Adornments} 43:29. 
87 The Holy Quran, Surah Yunus — Jonah} 10:108. 

88 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:15. 

89 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:45. 
°° The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah — {The Cow} 2:143. 

°1 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Haaqqa — {The Reality} 69:40. 

82 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Furqan — {The Criterion} 25:59. 

83 The Holy Quran, Surah Ash-Shu'ara — {The Poets} 26:219. 
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(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace). Allah said, 40 wives of the Prophet, you 
are not like anyone among women. } '%4) And He said in the same context,¢ And his wives 
are their mothers. > (5) 


When time was associated with the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace), Allah praised and even exalted it by swearing by his life. Allah said, 4By your life, 
indeed they were, in their intoxication, wandering blindly. (96) Allah never swore by the 
life of anyone from His creation except the life of His chosen Prophet and beloved 
Messenger (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace). 


Allah honored the place associated with the great status of the Prophet (Allah prayed 
upon him and granted him peace) by swearing by Mecca as long as the Prophet resided 
there. Allah said, 4| swear by this city, and you are free of restriction in this city.» (97) 


Allah honored the city of Medina and made it a sanctuary, solely because of its 
association with the noble Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace). He 
also made the reward of praying in the mosque that the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him 
and granted him peace) attributed to himself worth a thousand times more than in any 
other place, except for the Sacred Mosque in Mecca.” 8) 


“Scholars have discussed the wisdom behind the absence of the Prophet’s name (Allah 
prayed upon him and granted him peace) being called directly in the Quran. Generally, 
what they have mentioned returns to two main points: 


1. Teaching the ummah (community) not to address the Messenger of Allah (Allah 
prayed upon him and granted him peace) by his name alone. 


2. Elevating and honoring the status of the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace). 


We will mention some of their texts. 


Zain al-Din al-Razi said: “If it is asked: Why did Allah say, 'O Prophet,’ and not 'O 
Muhammad,’ as He said 'O Musa (Moses),' 'O Isa (Jesus),''O Dawud (David),' and the like? 
We say: He refrained from addressing him by his name and instead addressed him as 
‘Prophet' and 'Messenger' to honor and exalt him, as Allah said, 40 Prophet, why do you 
prohibit what Allah has made lawful for you, ¥ and 40 Messenger, proclaim [the 
message]. ” This is concluded from "An Exalted Model in Questions and Answers about 
the Wonders of the Verses of Revelation" (p. 412). 


Ibn Taymiyyah said: “Among this is that He (Allah) specified his address with what 
befits him, saying: 4Do not make your calling of the Messenger among yourselves as the 


°4 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:32. 

85 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:6. 

6 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Hijr — {The Rocky Tract} 15:72. 

87 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Balad - The City 90:1-2. 

8 Virtues of the Chosen One (2-4), by Professor Dr. Ali Gomaa - former Grand Mufti of Egypt and member of the 
Council of Senior Scholars at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif. 
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call of one of you to another?; He forbade them from saying: '0 Muhammad,’ or 'O 
Ahmad,’ or 'O Abu al-Qasim,' but rather to say: '0 Messenger of Allah,’ 'O Prophet of 
Allah.’ How could they not address him in this way when Allah, the Exalted, honored him 
in His address to him in a manner that He did not honor any of the other prophets; He 
never called him by his name in the Quran, but rather says: 40 Prophet, say to your wives: 
If you desire the life of this world and its adornments * O Prophet, say to your wives and 
daughters and the women of the believers * O Prophet, indeed We have made lawful to 
you your wives * O Prophet, fear Allah * O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as a witness 
and a bringer of good tidings and a warner * O Prophet, when you [Muslims] divorce 
women * O Prophet, why do you prohibit [yourself from] what Allah has made lawful for 
you * O Messenger, announce that which has been revealed to you from your Lord * O 
you who wraps himself [in clothing], arise [to pray] the night * O you who covers himself 
[with a garment], arise and warn * O Prophet, sufficient for you is Allah.} 


Though He, Glorified and Exalted, has said: 4And We said, “O Adam, dwell, you and 
your wife, in Paradise * O Adam, inform them of their names * O Nuh (Noah), indeed he 
is not of your family * O Ibrahim (Abraham), turn away from this * O Musa (Moses), 
indeed | have chosen you over the people * O Dawud (David), indeed We have made you 
a successor upon the earth * O Yahya (John), take the Scripture with determination * O 
Son of Mary (Jesus), did you say to the people * O Son of Mary (Jesus), remember My 
favor upon you and upon your mother. } This was concluded from “The Drawn Sword 
against the One Who Insults the Messenger” (p. 422-423). 


And when it comes to addressing the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), we 
must differentiate between speaking directly to him and merely speaking about him. 
When we address him, it is important to adhere to the etiquettes set by Allah, as stated: 
4Do not make the call of the Messenger among yourselves like the call of one another }(°9) 
Therefore, we do not say: ‘O Muhammad, O Ahmad,’ as we address one another; rather, 
we say: ‘O Messenger of Allah, O Prophet of Allah.’ 


And Allah, glorified and exalted be He, addressed the prophets, peace be upon them, 
by their names. He said: 4O Adam, dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise}, ¢It was 
said, “O Noah, disembark in security from Us and blessings upon you and upon nations 
[descending] from those with you”, 1) £0 Moses, indeed | am your Lord}, '°2) and 
when Allah said, 4O Jesus, indeed | will take you and raise you to Myself. } (103) 


When addressing him, peace be upon him, Allah said, €O Prophet}, 40 
Messenger, let not those who hasten into disbelief grieve you #, (405) 40 Messenger, 
announce that which has been revealed to you from your Lord#,'°) 40 you who wraps 


°° The Holy Quran, Surah An-Nur — {The Light} 24:63. 

100 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Bagarah — {The Cow} 2:35. 

101 The Holy Quran, Surah Hud — {Hud }11:48. 

102 The Holy Quran, Surah Ta-Ha — {Ta-Ha} 20:11-12. 

103 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:55. 
104 The Holy Quran, Surah At-Tahrim — {The Prohibition} 66:1. 

105 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:41. 

106 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:67. 
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himself [in clothing] }, °7) 40 you who covers himself [with a garment]. "°8) Therefore, 
it is incumbent upon us to observe the proper etiquette in supplicating to him and 
addressing him. 


As for when we are in the context of reporting about him (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace), we say: “I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and | bear 
witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.” We also say: Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah} and the Seal of the Prophets.} Thus, we refer to him by his name 
as Allah, the Exalted, did when He reported about him, peace be upon him: Muhammad 
is not the father of any of your men, but the Messenger of Allah and the Seal of the 
Prophets.» (°°) And He said: Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those with him 
are forceful against the disbelievers, merciful among themselves. You see them bowing 
and prostrating [in prayer]. [2° And He said: Muhammad is not but a messenger; 
[other] messengers have passed on before him.} ‘1 And He said: "and those who 
believe and do righteous deeds and believe in what has been sent down to 
Muhammad. #142) 


Therefore, the distinction between the context of direct address and the context of 
reporting is an established difference according to both Shariah and reason. This was 
concluded from “Dar'a Ta'arud al-'Aql wa al-Naql" (1/297-298).”” 113 


Fourth: Reasons why the name of Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and 


granted him peace) is explicitly mentioned 4 times in the Quran. 


“The name “Muhammad” as a proper noun referring to the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) is mentioned four times in the Quran: 


Three of them are associated with his role as a Messenger. 


e Allah, the Exalted, says: Muhammad is not but a messenger. [Other] messengers 
have passed on before him. So if he was to die or be killed, would you turn back on 
your heels [to unbelief]? And he who turns back on his heels will never harm Allah at 
all; but Allah will reward the grateful.) (14) 


e Allah, the Exalted, says: Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but 
[he is] the Messenger of Allah and Seal of the Prophets. And ever is Allah, of all things, 
Knowing. (45) 


107 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Muzzammil — {The Enshrouded One} 73:1. 

108 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Muddaththir — {The Cloaked One} 74:1. 

108 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:40. 

110 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Fath — {The Victory} 48:29. 

111 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:144. 

112 The Holy Quran, Surah Muhammad — {Muhammad} 47:2. 

13° Fatwa Number 422262, Islam Question and Answer website, Date of Publication: 22-03-2023, 
https://islamga.info/ar 

114 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:144 

115 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:40. 
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e Allah, the Exalted, says: Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with him 
are forceful against the disbelievers, merciful among themselves. You see them 
bowing and prostrating [in prayer], seeking bounty from Allah and [His] pleasure. Their 
mark is on their faces from the trace of prostration. That is their description in the 
Torah. And their description in the Gospel is like a plant which produces its offshoots 
and strengthens them so they grow firm and stand upon their stalks, delighting the 
sowers - so that He may enrage by them the disbelievers. Allah has promised those 


who believe and do righteous deeds among them forgiveness and a great reward. } 
(116) 


And one is in the context of the revelation of the Quran to him. 


e Allah, the Exalted, says: 4But those who believe and do righteous deeds and believe 
in what has been sent down upon Muhammad - and it is the truth from their Lord - He 
will remove from them their misdeeds and amend their condition.» (117118 


Dr. Ali Gomaa, the former Grand Mufti of Egypt and a member of the Council of Senior 
Scholars at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, explains the reasons for the explicit mention of the name 
of the Prophet Muhammad four times in the Quran: 


“The name of the chosen and beloved Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace) is explicitly mentioned in the Quran four times. Reflecting on the instances of his 
mention (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) reveals something about his 
Muhammadan reality, which Allah — Exalted is He — intended as a reality for these 
universes and a message to all the worlds until the Day of Judgment. 


In the first verse, according to the order of the Quran, in Aal-E-Imran, our Lord — Exalted 
is He — says: 4 Muhammad is not but a messenger. [Other] messengers have passed on 
before him. So if he was to die or be killed, would you turn back on your heels [to 
unbelief]? And he who turns back on his heels will never harm Allah at all; but Allah will 
reward the grateful.} (19). So, the issue is not about a person but rather points to divinity 
and monotheism, to the Everlasting — Exalted is He. Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed 
upon him and granted him peace) will go to meet the Most High Companion, to his Lord, 
pleased and well-pleasing. What will be your state? Has the matter ended, or does it 
continue? Allah affirms that the matter continues and that we should not turn back as 
disbelievers or apostates. Otherwise, Allah will bring forth a people He will love and who 
will love Him, who are humble toward the believers, powerful against the disbelievers; 
they strive in the cause of Allah and do not fear the blame of a critic. That is the favor of 
Allah; He bestows it upon whom He wills.+ 2°), So, we must understand that Prophet 


116 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Fath — {The Victory} 48:29. 

17 The Holy Quran, Surah Muhammad — {Muhammad} 47:2. 

18 Fatwa Number 422262, Islam Question and Answer website, Date of Publication: 22-03-2023, 
https://islamga.info/ar 

118 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:144 

120 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:54. 
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Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) represents a cause, not just 
a person who was born one day and passed away on another. The verse from Aal-E-Imran 
alerts us to this cause." 


In Surah Al-Ahzab, our Lord, Exalted is He, says: Muhammad is not the father of [any] 
one of your men. (121) He was not a king, nor a caliph, nora ruler, nor just a judge, but a 
messenger from the Lord of the worlds to all the worlds. 4 And We have not sent you, [O 
Muhammad] , except as a mercy to the worlds.} (22) Muhammad is not the father of 
[any] one of your men, but [he is] the Messenger of Allah and Seal of the Prophets. And 
ever is Allah, of all things, Knowing. 3) Thus, our master Muhammad (Allah prayed 
upon him and granted him peace) is a message. 


And look at Surah Muhammad: 4Those who disbelieve and avert [people] from the 
way of Allah - He will waste their deeds. But those who believe and do righteous deeds 
and believe in what has been sent down upon Muhammad} "24)- note this: what has 
been sent down upon Muhammad, and it is the truth from their Lord - He will remove 
from them their misdeeds and amend their condition. That is because those who 
disbelieve follow falsehood, and those who believe follow the truth from their Lord. Thus, 
does Allah present to the people their comparisons. } (125) So, the issue is one of the 
Quran, and his character was the Quran. He is the light who received the Quran: There 
has come to you from Allah a light and a clear Book.} (26) 


When we look at him, he was light and a shining lamp, and his character was the 
Quran. "He was a walking Quran on the earth," teaching us through his Sunnah how to 
apply that which transcends time and space in our daily lives with our families, ourselves, 
and all people, believers and non-believers alike. Reflect and ponder, our master (Allah 
prayed upon him and granted him peace), the greatest leader, is a cause, a message, a 
book that remains until the Day of Judgment, and a nation that carries the Quran to 
convey a message that includes a cause. 


The extent of knowledge about him is that he is human * and that he is the best of all of 
God's creation. How can his reality be understood in this world * by people who are 
asleep, distracted by dreams?” (27) 


121 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:40. 

122 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Anbiya — {The Prophets} 21:107. 

123 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ahzab — {The Combined Forces} 33:40. 

124 The Holy Quran, Surah Muhammad — {Muhammad} 47:1-2. 

125 The Holy Quran, Surah Muhammad — {Muhammad} 47:2-3. 

126 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:15. 

127 Dr. Ali Gomaa, former Grand Mufti of Egypt and member of the Council of Senior Scholars at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, 
his statement on Facebook on November 28, 2019. 
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And Finally: The ways Allah addresses Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and 


granted him peace) in the Quran. 


“Both Dr. Ahmed Nouri Hussein and Dr. Imad Amouri Jalil Al-Zahidi have specified in 
their research titled “Aspects of Allah's Address to the Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed 
upon him and granted him peace) in the Quran” that there are three aspects of Allah's 
address to His Prophet, beloved, and Messenger, Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace), in the Quran. These aspects are: 


1. The first: Allah's addresses to the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace) as directives. 


2. The second: Allah's addresses to the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace) regarding the believers. 


3. The third: Allah's addresses to the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him 
peace) regarding the disbelievers. 


We will focus here only on Allah's addresses to the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him 
and granted him peace) as directives. 


There are many verses in which the Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) was addressed directly, indicating that the speech is specifically 
directed towards him, and they include various aspects: 


1. Consolation Address: Allah, Exalted is He, said: 4Indeed, We have sent you with the 
truth as a bringer of good tidings and a warner, and you will not be asked about the 
companions of Hellfire.} (28) 


“Explanation of the verse: Allah has sent our Prophet Muhammad (Allah prayed upon 
him and granted him peace) as a bearer of good news to those who believe and a 
warner to those who disbelieve, without being questioned about those destined for 
Hellfire, because Allah's knowledge of their disbelief after being warned suffices 
without needing to ask about them. This verse consoles the Messenger of Allah (Allah 
prayed upon him and granted him peace), as he used to feel distressed due to their 
persistence in their misguidance.” (29) 


2. Gratitude Address: Allah, Mighty and Majestic, said: 4Have We not expanded for you 
your breast? And We removed from you your burden which weighed upon your back. 
And raised high for you your repute. (30) 


128 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah — {The Cow} 2:119. 

129 See: Tafsir al-Qurtubi by Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Ansari al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH), 3rd edition, Dar 
al-Katib al-Arabi, Cairo, 1967, vol. 2, p. 92. Al-Bahr al-Muhit by Sheikh Muhammad ibn Yusuf, known as Abu Hayyan 
al-Andalusi al-Gharnati (d. 754 AH), Dar al-Fikr, 2nd edition, 1398 AH - 1978 AD, vol. 1, p. 537. At-Tahrir wa at-Tanwir 
by Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Ashur, Dar Sahnoon for Publishing and Distribution, Tunis, 1997 AD, vol. 1, p. 691. 

130 The Holy Quran, Surah Ash-Sharh — {The Relief} 94:1-4. 
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3. Incitement Discourse: This refers to Allah's saying: 40 you who covers himself [with a 
garment], arise and warn! } (34) 


4. Discourse of Companionship and Honor: This includes Allah's statement: 4He has 
sent down upon you, [O Muhammad], the Book in truth, confirming what was before 
it. And He revealed the Torah and the Gospel.} (132) 


“Meaning of the verse: The "Book" here refers to the Quran, and it mentions the 
revelation upon him specifically, not specifying the Torah or the Gospel, honoring him 
with this mention. It brings forth the discourse of companionship due to what is in the 
discourse, and uses the term "upon you" to emphasize honor, as if the Book envelops 
and covers him.” '33) 


5. Address of Honor and Exaltation: Among them is the statement of Allah - glorified 
and exalted be He - 40 Messenger, let not those grieve you who hasten into 
disbelief. }(134) 


“Meaning of the verse: The call of Allah - glorified and exalted be He - to His Prophet 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) with 4O Messenger+ here, and in O 
Prophet}, (135) are instances of honoring, exalting, and magnifying his status. The surah 
began the discourse with the noblest attributes, which are the attributes of the 
message from Allah (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace), whereas He 
(glorified and exalted is He) called others by their names, saying: €O Adam, dwell», '136 
and 4O Nuh (Noah), descend, 37) and "He said, €O Musa (Moses), indeed | have 
chosen you. > (138) (139) 


6. Encouragement Address: This is in His saying, exalted: When Allah showed them to 
you in your dream as few; and if He had shown them to you as many, you [believers] 
would have lost courage and disputed in the matter. But Allah saved [you]; indeed, He 
is Knowing of that within the breasts. » (14) 


“Meaning of the verse: The address here is to the Messenger (Allah prayed upon him 
and granted him peace), and the narrations indicate that it was a vision in a dream. 
The Messenger (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) saw the disbelievers 
in it as few, so he informed his companions about it, which strengthened their souls 
and encouraged them against their enemies. This was a reason for their steadfastness. 
If the Messenger (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) had seen them as 


131 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Muddaththir — {The Cloaked One} 74:1-2. 

132 The Holy Quran, Surah Aal-E-Imran — {The Family of Imran} 3:3. 

133 See: Tafsir al-Tabari, by Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 AH), Second Edition, printed by Mustafa 
al-Babi al-Halabi, Egypt, 1373 AH - 1954 CE, Vol. 3, p. 195; Tafsir al-Razi, Vol. 7, p. 154; Al-Bahr al-Muhit, Vol. 2, p. 
392. 

134 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:41. 

135 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Ma'idah — {The Table Spread} 5:67. 

136 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Bagarah — {The Cow} 2:35. 

137 The Holy Quran, Surah Hud — {Hud} 11.48. 

138 The Holy Quran, Surah Al-A'raf — {The Heights} 7:144. 

138 See: Al-Bahr al-Muhit, Vol. 3, p. 499. Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, Vol. 6, p. 195. 
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many in his dream, they would have failed, become cowardly in their fight, and 
disputed over the matter of confronting them. However, Allah secured them and 
protected them from failure and dispute by showing them as few in the eyes of the 
Messenger of Allah (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) in the dream.” (144) 


. Address of Honor: Allah, exalted, said: 4And Allah would not punish them while you, 
[O Muhammad], are among them, and Allah would not punish them while they seek 
forgiveness.} (142) 


“Meaning of the verse: Allah informs that the Quraysh deserved punishment, yet He 
does not punish them while you, O Muhammad, are among them, as an honor to you. 
This is consistent with His practice with the deniers of His prophets (peace be upon 
them), not punishing them while their prophets reside among them, punishing them 
only after uprooting them. Allah has never punished a nation while their prophet was 
among them.” (43) 


. The Address of Glad Tidings: This is in the verse: 4Indeed, We have granted you a 
clear triumph. >} (4) 


“Meaning of the Verse: Allah, glorified and exalted be He, gave His Messenger the 
good news of a great victory (the Conquest of Hudaybiyyah). He added the word 
"triumph" to Himself to indicate that it is from Allah, not due to a large number. He 
affirmed it with the participle form (mubin) describing it as clear and manifest in what 
it entails of victory and support. This announcement was in the past tense, even 
though it had not yet occurred, because His informing about it necessitates its 


occurrence.” '45) 


Rebuke Discourse: Among them is His saying, exalted be He: 4 He frowned and turned 
away when the blind man approached him. } (4°) 


“Meaning of the Verse: The reason for the revelation of this verse was the arrival of 
Ibn Umm Maktum (may Allah be pleased with him) to the Messenger of Allah (Allah 
prayed upon him and granted him peace). The people of hadith and scholars of 
interpretation have narrated his story in full. In it, the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him 
and granted him peace) frowned and turned away from him. Allah, exalted be He, did 
not explicitly mention the subject of the actions in the past tense, out of gentleness 
towards His Messenger (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) regarding the 
surprise of confronting him with this emotionally charged discourse. Highlighting Ibn 
Umm Maktum by describing him derived from blindness without mentioning his name 
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al-Tafsir, by Muhammad bin Ali bin Muhammad al-Shawkani, Dar al-Fikr - Beirut, 2/358. 
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was a Clarification of his excuse in what the Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) faced of repetitive speech against him. It was a reason to justify 
being gentle with him and showing him compassion, as it has a basis in reproach.” (47) 


10. Guidance Address: Allah Almighty says, 4 Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom 
and good instruction, and argue with them in a way that is best. Indeed, your Lord is 
most knowing of who has strayed from His way, and He is most knowing of who is 
[rightly] guided. } (48) 


“Meaning of the verse: Allah commands His Messenger (Allah prayed upon him and 
granted him peace) to invite people to the religion and law of Allah with gentleness, 
which is to speak wisely, conveying the right words that resonate with their souls, and 
with good advice that is clear to them, sincerely advising them and aiming for their 
benefit. It is permissible that 'the Way' refers to the Qur'an, inviting them with the 
Book that contains wisdom and good advice, and to argue with them in the best way, 
with gentleness and softness, without harshness or coercion.” '149) 


11. Discourse of Facilitation: And that is in His saying, exalted is He: 46}. ¢ Tah-Ha * We 
have not sent down to you the Qur'an that you be distressed * But as a reminder for 
those who fear [ Allah ] } 4°°(Ta-Ha 20: 1-3). 


“Meaning of the verse: The Prophet (Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) 
used to stand in prayer, sometimes leaning heavily on one foot. On one occasion, 
while he was praying, Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Prophet 
(Allah prayed upon him and granted him peace) prolonged his standing due to the 
revelation that came down upon him. The Quraysh commented saying, “Nothing has 
been revealed to him except to make him unhappy.” Allah Almighty informed him that 
the religion of Islam is peace, and this Quran is a source of peace that leads to every 
success and is the cause of every happiness. Those who disbelieve in it are the ones 
who suffer misery. We did not reveal it to you to cause hardship to yourself through 
worship and to experience great difficulty. | have only sent it down with the lenient 
monotheism, which is glad tidings and warning. Indeed, the claim of the polytheists 
regarding the revelation being a cause of misfortune is not accurate; rather, it was 
revealed as a reminder.” (152) (152)” 
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